
LUMMIINDIANBUSINESSCOUNCIL
2616 KWlNA ROAD. BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON 98226 . (360)384-1489

DEPARTMENT EXT.

May 9, 2007

Mr. Andrew Maron
Alternate SEPA Official
Port of Bellingham
P.O. Box 1677
1801Roeder Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98227-1677

SUBJECT: Lummi Nation Comments on the April 19, 2007 New Whatcom
Redevelopment Project Environmental Impact Statement Draft Scoping
Document

Dear Mr. Maron,

The purpose of this letter is to provide comments by the Lummi Natural Resources Department
on the subject draft scoping document. The Lummi Cultural Resources Department may be
submitting comments on this document under a separate cover.

Overall Comments:
1. The inclusion ofthe conversion of the Aerated Stabilization Basin (ASB) to a marina and

other activities (i.e., redevelopment of existing industrial land and buildings, construction of
bridge access, construction of overwater trails, and marine infrastructure improvements) in
the "No Action" alternative is not appropriate. It is not currently known whether or not these
actions will occur and they have not been evaluated for environmental impacts nor permitted.
Although it is appropriate to include activities in the "No Action" alternative that would be
expected to take place under future circumstances without implementation of the proposed
actions, it is not known if these activities, specifically the ASB conversion to a marina, will
occur. The fact that the ASB conversion is consistent with the existing zoning and the Port's
condemnation action does not negate the fact that the conversion is not consistent with
Condition "s" of Permit No. 071-0YB-2-004368 (the permit issued to Georgia Pacific
Corporation to authorize the construction of the ASB under Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act). The Lummi Nation has requested that the District Engineer require that the ASB and
associated rip-rap and contaminants be completely removed and disposed of at an upland
location and the ASB area restored to the eelgrass beds that existed prior to the construction
ofthe ASB. This site was historically comprised of expansive eelgrass beds and remnants of
these beds still exist along the exterior fringe of the ASB.
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including mercury discharges from the former Georgia Pacific chlor-alkali plant. By
adopting the degraded current conditions as an environmental baseline, the environmental
impacts of the proposed alternatives are lessened. Addressing cumulative effects and
environmental justice issues will result in a more accurate assessment of the impacts of each
alternative.

5. A Clean Water Act Section 401 certification from the Lummi Nation will be required for any
activitiesthat affectLummiNationwaters- which include Bellingham Bay.

In summary, objectively addressing both cumulative effects and environmental justice issues and
adding the Bellingham Pilot Team Habitat Action No. 13 as an alternative would help complete
the analysis and support the selection of an appropriate preferred alternative.

Sincerely,

M~#' FJl~utive Director
Lummi Natural Resources Department

cc Evelyn Jefferson, LIBC Chairwoman
Elden Hillaire, Lummi Natural Resources Commission Chairman
Richard Grout, Washington Department of Ecology
Michelle Walker, Corps of Engineers
Tim Douglas, Mayor of Bellingham
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Figure 1. Bellingham Bay Nearshore Impacts
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Figure 2. Bellingham Bay Nearshore Impacts
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